School Presentations on Irish Culture and Tradition

Presenters:  Batt Burns Irish Seanachie (Storyteller)

                     Maura Burns Irish Musician and Folk Singer

Assembly

We usually like to take between 100 and 200 students at each assembly with the following groupings:

(a) Kindergarten, Grade 1 and Grade 2.

(b) Grades 3 and 4.

(c) Grades 5 and 6

Batt will commence with an introduction to Ireland. While interacting with the students he will draw out of them images and concepts of Ireland which they already have and he will also probe any Irish ancestry among his audience. Historical connections between the two countries will be discussed and comparisons will be drawn regarding size, population, physical features and economic activity.

Batt will talk about his youth, which was spent with his grandfather in a remote part of Ireland.  Batt’s grandfather was a traditional seanachie (storyteller) whom he learned many of his tales from.

Batt will then share a traditional Irish folktale after which Maura Burns will talk about her rich background in Irish traditional music. She will share some lively jigs and reels on the concertina and students will be encouraged to clap to the beat of the music.

Batt will talk about the Gaelic language and he will teach a few basic phrases before Maura teaches a Gaelic song.  After reciting some suitable poetry from Batt’s large repertoire time will be allowed for the students to ask some questions on aspects of Irish life.

Storytelling Workshop ( Ideal Number 30)

In a more intimate setting, perhaps seated on the library floor, Batt will share a couple of his favourite tales. He will offer encouragement to students who might like to embark on storytelling and will give useful tips. There will be time to probe deeper into aspects of Irish life e.g. customs, games, food, education.

Music Workshop   (Ideal Number  30)

Maura will share some more music and will encourage students to take on music as a worthwhile hobby. She will talk further about the music and song tradition in Ireland as well as sharing a couple of folksongs. Ample time will be provided for questions from the students.
